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Sullivan: Pitino’s lawsuit more 
about reputation than money 


Louisville, Kentucky 


Courier Journal 


PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 


Teachers could 
lose tax break 


Deduction for school supplies that 
educators buy may be discontinued 


Mandy McLaren 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


rom pencils to note cards, keeping basic classroom supplies in stock can 


be a weekly battle for Fairdale High School teacher Andrew Bailey. 


And the $75 his school gave him for supplies? 


That’s long gone. 


“It’s a small little pittance that they give us,” he said. 


So to ensure his students have the supplies 
they need all year long, Bailey spends his own 
money. By the time the final bell of the school 
year rings, he estimates he’ll shell out nearly 
$1,000 from his own pocket. 

Like teachers across the country, Bailey has 
been able to recoup some of those dollars un- 
der a federal tax break for teachers. The deduc- 
tion, added to the federal tax code in 2002, al- 
lows educators to deduct up to $250 from their 
taxable incomes for money they’ve spent on 
classroom supplies and instructional materi- 
als. 

But now that deduction may be on the 
chopping block as Republicans push to pass 
tax reform, raising concerns that costs could 
be shifted to parents and others if teachers can 
no longer count on the tax break. 

Lori Pace, whose daughter attends Robert 
Frost Sixth-Grade Academy, said costs could 
ultimately be shifted to parents. 

Pace, who is active in the Parent Student 
Teacher Association that supports both Frost 
and Stuart academies, said many students 
who come from low-income families depend 
on their teachers for basic supplies. 

If teachers could no longer afford that cost, 
Pace said, the parent organization would have 
to divert its resources to help. 

“We would end up being the supply closet,” 
she said. 

For Bailey and other Kentucky teachers al- 
ready feeling the strain at home of a pension 
crisis and looming education budget cuts, the 
House plan feels like another jab at an already 
underappreciated profession. 


Andrew Bailey instructs students at Fairdale 
High School. PROVIDED BY STEVEN COX 
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More on tax reform 


Get the latest on developments at 
courierjournal.com. 


“It’s like kicking somebody when they’re al- 
ready down,” he said. 

Under the House bill passed this month, 
most personal deductions were eliminated, in- 
cluding the teacher tax break. Nationally, 
teachers used that deduction to claim $210 
million in the 2016 tax season. 


See TEACHERS, Page 4A 
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JCPS superintendent search update 


With only two completed applications in as the deadline loomed at midnight Friday, school officials say 
they will announce how many applicants they have next week. 3A 
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House Speaker Jeff Hoover resigned 
from his post over a harassment 
claim. DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO CJ 


Report: 

No public 
money in 
secret deal 


Tom Loftus 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — No public or oth- 
er inappropriate funds were used by 
former House Speaker Jeff Hoover or 
others who secretly settled a staff 
members sexual harassment claim, 
according to the House Republican 
leadership’s investigation of the set- 
tlement. 

“Based on our investigation, it is our 
conclusion that no public funds or oth- 
er inappropriate monies were used to 
effectuate the Settlement,” said a re- 
port from the law firm Middleton Reut- 
linger, which did the investigation for 
the House majority leadership team. 

Investigators also said they found 
no allegation of any inappropriate sex- 
ual relationships involving the House 
members who signed the settlement, 
or evidence of any “sexually charged 
atmosphere” within the offices of for- 
mer House Speaker Jeff Hoover. 

However, the report acknowledges 
that there were many witnesses who 
did not cooperate and documents that 
investigators were unable to obtain. 

The report confirmed information 
first reported by Courier Journal on 
Nov. 1 — that Hoover, his chief of staff 
Ginger Wills, and Republican House 
members Jim DeCesare, Michael Mer- 
edith and Brian Linder all signed a 
confidential sexual harassment 
settlement with a staff member. While 
those five agreed to be interviewed, 
none would discuss the settlement or 
provide documents or emails to inves- 
tigators. Also, the report said one cur- 
rent and one former staff member re- 
fused to be interviewed. 

And House Speaker Pro Tem David 
Osborne, of Prospect, said in a news 
release accompanying the report that 
he is referring the matter to the Legis- 
lative Ethics Commission for further 
investigation. Unlike the investigation 
by Middleton Reutlinger, the ethics 
commission has the authority to sub- 
poena witnesses and documents. 

“We are asking the ethics commis- 
sion to take it from here and subpoena 
anyone and any document they need,” 
Osborne said in a statement. “There is 
still information we don’t have, and we 
believe the ethics commission can and 
should get it to give the people of Ken- 
tucky a full and complete picture of 
what happened.” 

House Minority Leader Rocky Ad- 
kins, of Sandy Hook, said in a state- 
ment later Friday, “We have said all 
along that this investigation needs to 
be independent and objective to get to 
the truth of these allegations and 
should be conducted by an organiza- 
tion like the Legislative Ethics Com- 
mission.” 
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